


Thanks to several interactions with tropical moisture, October turned out to be quite a wet 

month, with much of the area reporting anywhere from 150 to 300 percent of normal rainfall.  If 

October is added on to the monsoon season, it turns what was spotty rainfall coverage into a 

above normal rainfall across the entire area. This obviously has greatly eased the drought 

conditions. In fact you really have to look closely at the rainfall maps (see below) to find any 

areas with below normal monthly rainfallñmainly far eastern Otero and Hudspeth Counties. What 

caused the abnormally heavy rainfall?  Several interactions with the tropical moisture to our 

south was the main cause, including two tropical systems that came nearby during the first half 

of the month. 

On October 2nd , the remnants of Hurricane Rosa moved across Arizona and western New 

Mexico, dropping some moderate to heavy rainfall.   On October 12th, the remains of Hurricane 

Sergio moved across most of New Mexico, producing widespread moderate to heavy rainfall 

across the area.  Other weather highlights included isolated thunderstorms on the 8th as a cold 

upper trough swept across the area. This also gave our higher mountain elevations their first 

snow of the season, though snowfall remained on the light side. A vigorous cold front pushed in 

from the east on the 15th, ushering in our coldest temperatures of the season. Thus began a four 

day stretch of cloudy, cold weather, with high temperatures remaining 15-20 degrees below 

normal. On October 23rd and 24th, an upper low moved over the area. The low was able to scoop 

up copious amounts moisture and spread moderate rainfall over the entire area.



Looking at temperatures, the average high temperatures across the area were below normal  

for the majority of reporting sites, due mainly to extensive cloud cover mid month.  Also due to 

extensive cloud cover, average low temperatures remained above normal, so much so that even 

with the cool average high temperatures, the overall mean daily (monthly) temperature was still 

above average. 

Projecting out over the next few months, it looks fairly likely we are heading into a weak to 

moderate El Niño,  which usually means above normal temperatures and precipitation for our 

area. It is also important to remember that even if this winter turns out wetter than normal, the 

number of days of rainfall could still vary from several light days each month to only a few days 

of heavy rain over the whole season (such as what happened over the winter of 2015-2016.
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